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Strategic Ambiguity: How to Understand
Tiirkiye's Position on the U.S.- Venezuela Crisis?

SODFA MOHAMED MAHMOUD*
ORCID NO: 0009-0000-7097-0545 sodfamohamed78@gmail.com

ABSTRACT: The study examines Tiirkiye’s position on the crisis between the United
States and Venezuela following the U.S. military operation that toppled President Nico-
lds Maduro in early 2026. It reviews the factors shaping this position, highlighting the
implications of the American military intervention and Maduro’s removal for Tiirkiye’s
interests in Venezuela and Latin America. The study concludes that Ankara adopted an
approach focused on respect for international law and national sovereignty, while pre-
senting itself as a potential mediator between Washington and Caracas. While Tiirkiye
sought to protect its economic interests in the energy and mining sectors, it tried to avoid
direct confrontation with the United States due to their partnership in NATO and other
issues of greater urgency for Ankara. The study finds that Tiirkiye’s stance reflects a
policy of “strategic ambiguity,” maintaining relative independence while balancing its

relations with the West and other partners.
Keywords: Venezuela, United States, Tiirkiye, Strategic Ambiguity.
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